


Laura Hughes

Co-owner, Springridge Farm

Voted as Milton’s “Business Person of the Year” in 1992, Laura is well-known for her entrepreneurial talent and creative flair - a combination of skills that has helped her make Springridge Farm the success that it is today. 

Laura learned about the hard work and dedication involved in operating a family business from an early age through her family’s metal fabricating business, Nye Manufacturing.  She entered the field of social work after graduating from the University of Waterloo in 1970 with a psychology degree.

Laura and John got married and moved to his family’s farm (Springridge Farm) in the early 1970’s.  The farm had more than 50 acres that had been dedicated to growing sour cherries; a venture that had been abandoned when the cost of growing and harvesting the cherries was more than the farm could earn selling them.  

After the births of Amy and Sarah in 1974 and 1975, Laura decided to leave her career and stay at home with the children.  With an orchard full of cherries too costly to harvest and a desire to take on a “summer project”, Laura decided to offer the cherries as a pick-your-own crop.  

Visitors came for the pick-your-own but while there began requesting tours of the 19th century barn.  Laura’s entrepreneurial spirit sparked with every new customer request and suggestion and the business expanded to include strawberries and other produce.  Over the years new features were added and now Springridge now offers a bakery and café, a gift shop brimming with unique home décor and fashion accessories, a Fun Farm Yard, farm tours and birthday parties.  

Laura has been an active member of the Milton District Hospital Board, the Milton Chamber of Commerce, Escarpment Country Tourism, and the Ontario Farm Fresh Marketing Association. 

What can Laura talk about?  Laura can share her experience of developing a thriving 
agri-entertainment business. She can speak about the unique challenges and benefits of raising children while operating a family business.  

To arrange an interview please contact:

Laura Hughes
905-878-4908
laura@springridgefarm.com
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