


John Hughes

Co-Owner. Springridge Farm

“Farmer John”, as he is affectionately known to Springridge Farm visitors, grew up on his family’s Mississauga fruit farm - land they had farmed for six generations.  In 1960, the family sold the Mississauga property and moved the family farm to Springridge Farm in Milton, Ontario, where they grew 50 acres of sour cherries. 

In the early 1970’s, when John and Laura got married and moved to Springridge, the cost of growing cherries was higher than the set price for selling them so John, a graduate of Horticulture at the University of Guelph, began working in the flower industry with the Ministry of Agriculture.  Laura, home on the farm with an orchard full of cherries too costly to harvest, decided to try her hand at selling them as a pick-your-own crop.  From this entrepreneurial seed grew the successful on-farm market and agri-entertainment destination now known as Springridge Farm.

Under John’s guidance and with the support and vision of his wife Laura, Springridge began growing and offering pick-your-own strawberries to visitors of the farm.  It wasn’t long after that Springridge expanded and began selling sweet cherries, raspberries, blueberries, sweet peas, peaches, corn, apples, garden mums, pumpkins and gourds, and Frasier Fir Christmas trees.  “Farmer John” takes care of the crops and runs the operation side of the busy farm while Laura looks after the barn market and special events at Springridge (see the Springridge Farm Backgrounder for more information).

What can “Farmer John” talk about?  John can offer pick-your-own and grow-your-own tips from an experienced farmer.  He can also address the benefits of shopping at local, on-farm markets.

To arrange an interview please contact:

John Hughes
905-878-4908
john@springridgefarm.com
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